
641 S. Crystal Ave.  
Benton Harbor, MI 49022 

269-927-3303 
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HOURS 
Mon Noon-5PM 
Tues CLOSED 
Wed Noon-6PM 
Thur-Fri Noon-5PM 
Sat 11AM-4PM 
Sun CLOSED 
 
SHELTER 
DIRECTOR 
Jill Hercik 
 
BOARD OF             
DIRECTORS 
Dennis Dutoi 
Cindy McCrory 
Sue Burkhard 
Jackie Huie 
Keith Merle DVM 
Holly Shaffer DVM 
Bobbi Smith 
Pam Curry 
Hella Grams 
Nancy Martin 
 
ADOPTION DAY 
CHAMPIONS 
Heike Sprung 
Sheila Kelly 
Joan Strasser 
Heather Smith 
 
WEBSITE 
Mike Holmes 
Ashley Auberman 
Sarah Miller 
Sue Burkhard 

 In A Word, Up!  State of our Shelter Report! 

 A year ago the Humane Society of Southwestern Michigan “went public” with its long term 
financial struggle and decline and asked the community for support as we restructured, refo-
cused, and attempted to keep our doors open.  The Board of Directors was a “new and young” 
board.  They inherited problems that had been building for many years.  

 It’s been a busy year.  One year can not turn around years of decline.  But one year of hard 
work, dedication, and a combined effort of many can make a huge difference.     

We are happy to report that things ARE looking up at the Humane Society.  

In the past year we have built a strong, diversified Board of Directors, with backgrounds in 
business, finance, marketing, veterinary medicine, volunteerism, fundraising, and educa-
tion.  We have 10 dedicated, active and hardworking members, each bringing essential skills 
and talents that help us set and meet solid goals and standards.    

We recognized that one of our focus needs was marketing and image and  we began construct-
ing a marketing plan.  We produced a new logo and a color pallet  that we felt visually dis-
played our compassion and dedication to the animals and a new bright and fresh outlook!  We 
have begun to incorporate the logo and bright colors in all of our printed material, on our web-
site, our building signage,  and interior shelter facility!     

We recognized the need to build a strong volunteer base and recruited a Board Member with a 
considerable business and volunteer background to oversee our volunteer efforts.     

We took a hard look at financial issues, constructed a budget, and developed a widespread 
fundraising plan to increase donations to the Humane Society.  We also began presenting pro-
posals of our mission, goals, and needs to area Foundations to solicit assistance.  This effort 
has been very successful.  

Adoption promotions and events have been expanded, focusing not only on bringing our ani-
mals out to the community, but also on educating about who we are and what we do.  These 
efforts along with increased advertisement of our available pets have increased traffic into the 
Humane Society and allowed adoptions to increase.     

This is only a small list of  changes that have been taking place at the Humane Society. Other 
changes include increased training of staff and volunteers, updating of policies and office man-
agement, website revamping, evaluating animal care procedures and improving upon already 
solid practices, and hiring a new Shelter Director to oversee operations.    

 So what does the future bring for the Humane Society?  Our hope is the Humane Society will 
continue to improve its services, recruit and expand its volunteer efforts,  and continue laying 
the groundwork to develop a strong financial structure that will see the Humane Society safely 
through this upcoming year and many years into the future.  With your continued support and 
assistance we can do that!  
 

Sissy has been waiting for 
a home for over a year! 



Humane Society of Southwestern Michigan Donation Form 
Mail to: 641 Crystal Ave. Benton Harbor, MI  49022 

Or donate on line at  
www.humanesocietyswm.org  

 
Donor Name:  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:  ___________________________________Email:  _____________________________________ 
 
Yes!  I would like to help the Humane Society animals.  Enclosed, please accept my contribution of  
$10 $20 $50 $100 $500 $1000 other $_____________  
 
This Donation is in honor of or memory of (circle one) _______________________________________ 
Check HERE ________ if no receipt is required. 

THANK YOU FOR CARING ENOUGH TO HELP! 

Heartworm...The Preventable Epidemic!  
As the warm weather rolls in so do the mosquitoes.  Many of us view these pesky flying biters as an unavoid-
able  part of summer.  But what pet owners NEED to realize is that these pesky insects carry a parasite danger-
ous to our pets called Heartworm.  Heartworm disease is a serious and potentially fatal condition caused by 
parasitic worms living in the arteries of the lungs and occasionally in the right side of the heart of dogs, cats and 
other species of mammals.  Confirmed cases of Heartworm disease are on the rise in Michigan! 
 
Heartworm disease is preventable, and the Humane Society of Southwestern Michigan recommends that pet 
owners talk to their veterinarians about how to protect their pets from this dangerous disease. Heartworm pre-
vention is safe, easy and inexpensive. While treatment for heartworm disease in dogs is possible, it is a compli-
cated and expensive process, taking weeks for infected animals to recover. There is no effective treatment for 
heartworm disease in cats, so it is imperative that disease prevention measures be taken for cats. 

There are a variety of options for preventing heartworm infection in both dogs and cats, including daily and 
monthly tablets and chewables and monthly topicals. All of these methods are extremely effective, and when 
administered properly on a timely schedule, heartworm infection can be completely prevented. 

At the Humane Society of Southwestern Michigan we have received several heartworm positive dogs so far this 
spring.  Pictured below are a few of them.  Area veterinarians are working with us to offer a discount for their 
treatments so they can be cured and find a good home and we are looking for donations to help cover their costs. 
We believe that these dogs deserve a chance at life and you can make that happen.  The saddest part is,  their   
disease was preventable!  Please help them AND take care of your pets at home! 

Poncho is a 2yr old male 
Chihuahua who is heart-
worm positive.  

Sonny is a terrier/pit-bull 
mix who loves everyone 
& has heartworm! 

Annie is a lab 
mix with heart-
worm.  

Ziggy is only 1 yr 
old and already 
has heartworm! 

Paul was 8months old 
when diagnosed with 
heartworm. A baby! 



Ready, Set, Mark Your Calendars! 
Schedule of Upcoming Events  

Adoption Days you can count on every month!  Watch for our adoptable pets with their 
“Adopt Me” vests on, generously made and donated by Donna Barron! 
· PetSmart 2nd and 4th Saturday of each month 12noon-3PM  PetSmart is on Fair-
plain Dr. Benton Twp. 
· Pet Supplies Plus 3rd Saturday of each month 10AM-1PM. PSP is on Mall Dr. in 
Benton Township 
· PawMart 4th Saturday of each month 10AM-1PM.  PawMart is on Cleveland Ave. 
in St. Joseph Twp.   

 
The kittens are here...the kittens are here!  Kitten Shower!  
June 25, 2008 5PM-7PM at the Humane Society on Crystal Ave. Kittens are coming in every 
week and we are hosting our annual Kitten Shower to help stock up on supplies to care for the 
babies.  Please consider bringing a gift for the babies (litter, bleach, dry & canned kitten food, 
trash bags & floor cleaner most needed), sign up to win wonderful door prizes, enjoy light re-
freshments and of course meet our guests of honor, the kittens!  If you can’t make it to the 
Shower you can still drop your gift off at the Humane Society during open hours! 

 
Visit us at our Berrien County Youth Fair Booth!   
August 11-16th.  Please stop at the Berrien County Youth Fair and visit us in the Commercial 
buildings!  We will have pictures of available pets, as well as many items for sale for you and your 
pets, vote for your picture in our “Favorite Pet Photo Contest”, and receive information about the 
Humane Society and pet care tips. We will also have pet items for sale including our new t-
shirts!   There will be volunteers available to answer questions and as with every year,  we look 
forward to visiting with all of our friends who stop by and support us!  
 

Hot Dogs and Cool Pets!  
August 23.  Our friends at Biscuits Pet Center, 5657 S. Cleveland (in front of Martins) in Stev-
ensville have invited us back for their annual Adoption Day & Hotdog Special!  Exact times to be 
announced (so watch the website)  but we will be there for the lunch hour so mark your calendar 
now to stop and visit with our adoptable pets and grab a hotdog, chips and a pop while your 
there!  Biscuits donates all the proceeds to the animal organizations present!  Thanks Biscuits!  

 
All You Can Eat Mexican Fiesta Dinner! 
September 12- Mark your calendars now to join us and FOP Lodge #100 in hosting a joint fundraising 
dinner to support both non-profit organizations.  The dinner will be from 6PM-8PM at FOP Lodge # 
100 on Diller Rd., (Just off M-139 by the river bridge going towards Scottsdale).  Dinner is buffet style 
and will offer a wide variety of Mexican goodies including tacos, chips and salsa, and desserts!  Tickets 
will be available in advance at the Humane Society or at the door.  Watch the website for details! 
 
 

We are always looking for new locations to visit and different fundraising events for us to raise funds for our 
animals.  If you would like to host an event or schedule the Humane Society to visit at your location please con-
tact Jill Hercik at the shelter at 269-927-3303!   
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On April 25, 2008 over 100 guests attended the All They Need is Love– A Benefit for Homeless Pets at Santinello’s in 
Stevensville.  The committee members from the Humane Society and Animal Aid had worked for months to plan for this 
event.  The community stepped forward again this year to show that their hard work was appreciated and made the event a 
success.  Businesses and individuals donated time, talent, and product to help our homeless pets!  When the night was 
done both Animal Aid and the Humane Society received checks for $15,000!  The Humane Society of Southwestern 
Michigan would like to thank everyone who helped with this event and all those who attended and made it a success! 
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Foster mom saying goodbye to 
foster kitten Buddy before he goes 
to his new home! Our foster 
homes provide care and shelter 
for those animals that need spe-
cial care or time before they are 
ready for adoption.  When ready, 
they also bring their foster pets to 
adoption days.  If you are inter-
ested in saving lives by fostering 
please contact Jill at the Hu-
mane Society for details and a 
list of our special pets in need of 
a little TLC!  

Adoption day dog handler volun-
teers hold our adoptable dogs at 
our off-site adoption events.  They 
work with them on manners, intro-
duce them to potential adopters, 
and offer the pets quality time 
away from their kennels.  Want to 
join the fun and excitement of 
helping these pets find homes? 
Contact the shelter or  Hella at 
hgrams@sprynet.com for details 
and dates available! 

General youth volunteers help the Humane 
Society in a number of capacities.  Sarah 
takes photos of adoptable pets and special 
events, helps maintain our website, walks 
dogs, helps at special events and much 
more!  If you are a young person inter-
ested in helping us help animals, have 
school community service credits you 
need to obtain, and/or are interested in a 
career working with animals and want 
some hands on experience please contact 
Jill at the Humane Society to see what 
jobs are available! 

Team Neuter volunteers represent 
the Humane Society at Spay/Neuter 
Clinics offered for low-income resi-
dents of our community.  Everyone 
who participates  is a volunteer in-
cluding the local veterinarians who 
donate their time, equipment, & 
skills.  This spring Team Neuter held 
4 spay/neuter clinics in Berrien & 
Van Buren County,  neutering over 
150 male cats & spayed 46 females.  
If you are interested in helping with 
future Team Neuter clinics please 
send an email message to 
hssmnews@sbcglobal.net and put 
Team Neuter Help in the subject 
line! 

We are fortunate to be able to 
house and display some of our 
pets at the Adoption Centers at 
PawMart & PetSmart.  This gives 
the animals more visibility and 
extended hours to be viewed for 
adoption.  Volunteers are needed 
to clean the centers, feed and wa-
ter the pets, and spend some qual-
ity TLC time with our Adoption 
Center cats!  If you have a cou-
ple hours once a week you can 
volunteer to be an Adoption Cen-
ter  Caretaker.  Adoptions from 
these off-site locations are about 
10-12 cats per month!  If you 
want to help these kitty’s find 
homes contact the shelter or 
Hella at hgrams@sprynet.com.  

Our volunteers are a very diversified group.  
We have a great team of active youth volun-
teers, we have “workplace” group volun-
teers who team up with co-workers to vol-
unteer their skills and time to the Humane 
Society.  There are the senior citizens of our 
community who have free time and the need 
to give back to the community & families 
donating time together.   Without our won-
derful and dedicated volunteers we would 
not be able to provide our services and help 
the animals that we do!  If we said it every 
day it wouldn’t be often enough, but 
THANK YOU volunteers for what you do!  
If you want to join our wonderful team of 
volunteers contact the shelter or check our 
website at www.humanesocietyswm.org for 
details! 
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We love our volunteers & realize we wouldn’t be successful in placing as many animals, educating the public 
about humane issues, and providing a better life for our pets without them!  Many people believe that to 
“volunteer” you must sign up for a specific event, task, and/or time commitment.  But volunteerism comes in 
many ways & sometimes the only common denominator is wanting to make a difference.  The following volun-
teers have found ways to use their favorite hobbies to help our homeless pets.  Perhaps they may inspire you to 
ponder your skills and hobbies to see if there is a way you can help us while enjoying your favorite pastimes!  

Michelle Crean of Treasured Heirlooms made 500 hand crocheted Catnip Balls and donated them to sell 
& the money made placed in  the Humane Society's Emergency Medical Fund.  Michelle has also been 
kind enough to offer use of her pattern  for any crocheters who would like to join her in her goal to raise 
money for this fund.  The pattern can be found at http://www.treasuredheirloomscrochet.com/catalog-
free.html and your completed balls can be dropped off or mailed to the Humane Society!  Balls are sold 
at various events and locations around Southwestern Michigan! 

Jill Post & Donna Barron are just 2 of the volunteers who make cage mats for our adoptable pets to 
rest on.  Crate mats are used in our pet cages and at the Adoption Centers at PawMart & Petsmart.  
Not only are they soft & comfy, they are easy to wash and add color & cheer to our kennels!  Crate 
mats are made in a variety of materials, styles, & patterns.  Crafters also donate mats that we  sell or 
use as raffle prizes in fundraising efforts.  Though there are many different styles, one design for 
mats can be found at www.theanimalspirit.com/blanket.html  

Donna Barron noticed a problem and decided to solve it!  She saw that often times our off-site adop-
tion events are held  where other animals were also present.  Our adoptable dogs were being confused 
with dogs that were already owned and potential adopters didn’t know which animals they should be 
looking at.  So she made several “adoption coats” for our dogs to wear while out in public.  These coats 
are marked on the sides and top with our name and “Adopt Me!” so our animals will be clearly identi-
fied as being available for adoption! Joan Strasser then sewed “leash” holes in the coats!   

Tami Smith,  Cindy McCrory & Scott Morris noticed that the flower beds in front of the shelter were a 
little ragged & bare.  Each of these individuals have thriving flower beds at their homes and decided to 
share their flowers with the Humane Society.  This flower project has been going on since last summer.  
Offering perennials to the shelter brightens up our facility for all of our guests & ensures flowers will 
come back year after year!  Perennials will continue to be added until our beds are filled! 
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Daisy a yellow Labrador 
retriever… “If you throw it 
100 times I’ll retrieve it 
100 times..then go swim-
ming! 

Flotsum a Black & Tan 
Coonhound…”you hide it 
& I will sniff it out & then 
you can hide it again!”  

Louis a Jack Russell 
Terrier…”chase it, 
bark at it, kill it…!”  

Sammy a Beagle…”The 
ball is mine, mine!...oh 
wait is that a bunny? 
What tennis ball?” 

Joan Strasser is one of our most dedicated volunteers.   One of her skills is furniture re-covering.  She noticed our chairs 
and visitor benches were getting worn so she offered to re-cover them.  Picking fabric that matched our new paint job our 
chairs and benches now compliment our new front lobby face-lift! 



Doggie Dreams & Kitty Wishes 
WISH LIST! 

Please consider donating 1 item from this list 
to make our pets dreams come true!         

These are currently our most urgent needs! 
 

When We Are Hungry– Name brand dry and 
canned kitten & puppy food.  (Please note we 
have an adequate supply of adult food right 
now!) 
 
When We Go to Adoption Days– Leashes, har-
nesses, collars, colorful bandanas, and “Gentle 
Leader” or “Halti” leads for the dogs.  Small Cat 
Carriers and collapsible crates for the cats & kit-
tens. 
 
To Keep Our Shelter Clean So We Stay 
Healthy– Bleach, non-pine scented floor cleaner, 
paper towels, garbage/trash bags (any size). 
 
When We See the Doctors & Medical Staff– 
Disposable gloves, peroxide, rubbing alcohol, 
gauze, cotton swabs, cat nail trimmers. 
 
For the Staff to Help us Get Adopted– Ink 
pens, tape, sticky notes, index cards, copy/printer 
paper, staples, postage stamps, batteries, paper 
clips. 
 
When We Have to Pay the Bills– Monetary do-
nations, Purina Dog Food Weight Circles. 
 
When You Don’t Know What to Give– Gift 
cards for pet supply stores, hardware stores, gro-
cery stores, office supply stores, and department 
stores. 
 
When A Business Wants to Help– Donate 
counter space for a coin bank, donate item for 
raffle, sponsor or host a fundraiser.   
 
When We Dream Big– Construction services, 
roofing repairs, fencing repairs. 
 
Donations can be dropped off at the Humane 
Society during business hours or our donation 
bins at Pet Supplies Plus, PawMart, & Bis-
cuits Pet Center.  If you have questions about 
a donation you can call Jill at the shelter at 
269-927-3303.   
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Wintertime isn’t the only season that can be dangerous to 
your pets.  Those “carefree” days of summer can also mean 
danger for your pets.  Here are a few precautions to keep 
your pets safe, happy, and healthy! 
 
HEAT CAN KILL– Never leave your pet alone in a vehi-
cle even in the shade.  Pets left in cars, or other unventilated 
areas, or even tied in the sun, are susceptible to heat stroke.  
Keep your pet in a shady, well-ventilated place with fresh 
water available in an “no spill” container.  Symptoms of 
heat stroke include excessive panting, drooling, listlessness, 
and loss of consciousness.  If you think your pet is suffering 
from heat stroke wet their fur immediately with lukewarm 
to cool water.  Do NOT use cold water.  Brain damage can 
occur quickly and timely treatment is essential.  Bring the 
pet into the shade and offer drinking water.  Contact your 
veterinarian immediately! 
 
FIREWORKS & THUNDERSTORMS FRIGHTEN!- 
Fireworks and thunder are terrifying for many pets.  They 
often will run or hide.  They may pull away from you, es-
cape from a fenced yard, or break a chain if scared enough.  
Be aware of storm notices and firework display schedules 
and leave your pet at home in a secure area.  Play music or 
the television to help block out the noise.  Close your win-
dows and blinds.  Make sure your pet has identification such 
as id tags or a microchip so that if it does get lose and is 
found it can be returned to you quickly. 
 
LAWN & GARDEN HAZARDS!- Insecticides, herbi-
cides, and fertilizers are common causes of pet poisoning.  
Avoid walking your pet in areas that have been recently 
sprayed or treated.  If ingested these substances can cause 
death! Make sure you store these items in a secure area 
away from your pets!  If you think your pet has been poi-
soned by lawn and garden products call your veterinarian 
immediately.   
 
SUNBURN IS NO FUN!- White and light colored pets are 
susceptible to sunburn just like humans!  If you are taking 
your pet out to the beach or a day in the sun  apply a zinc-
free pet safe sun block to your pets ears and nose! 
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Humane Society of Southwestern Michigan Favorite Pet Photo Contest Entry Form 
 
NAME: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE: ________________________ PETS NAME: ______________________________PETS AGE:__________ 
 
DESCRIPTION OF PET: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DELIVER TO: Humane Society of Southwestern Michigan 641 S. Crystal Ave., Benton Harbor MI 49022 Checks 
made payable to HSSM (Humane Society of Southwestern MI)  
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 This is a  story of how one special girl and one special kitten came together.  A story 
that offers us a chance to ponder faith, hope, love, compassion, understanding and cour-
age.  A story that reminds us that always there is “Human” in Humane Society.    
 
The story starts with faith and understanding.  Here at the Humane Society we struggle 
daily with  the balance of life and death.  Sick animals are brought in, too ill to save.  
Animals that have been abused or neglected come in our doors, their spirits broken and 
bruised.  And the babies.  The little ones that are so full of love born unwanted.  The 
babies are sometimes the hardest for us to cope with.  Fragile and susceptible to disease, 
the mortality rate is high for animals less then 8 weeks  of age in a shelter.  

For most people kittens and puppies conjure up feelings of happiness and joy.  Shelter workers think of the “babies” in a different 
light.  They bring sadness and a feeling of being overwhelmed.  So many young babies with too few homes.  Guilt runs hand in hand 
with anger and  bewilderment when despite all best efforts an animal dies.   
 
The first “mama” of kitten season was Patches.  A beautiful calico, merely a baby herself at less then one year old.  Patches came into 
the shelter a picture of contrasts.  Her belly swollen, while the rest of her small frame protruded bonily through her skin from poor 
nourishment.  Shortly after coming in, Patches went into labor.  Our medical staff monitored her closely and despite every effort to 
revive them, two of the babies were born dead.  But we had 2 beautiful orange tiger balls of fluff that were alive and needed our care.  
So we pushed through our grief and focused on the ones we could help.  But sadness and bewilderment struck again a week later when 
one of the kittens, who had been thriving, died suddenly.   
 
We found ourselves asking Why?  Why are these  poor babies born only to die? Why is it our burden to try so hard and then fail? Our 
faith is tested as doubt creeps in and we ask Why?  That question leads us to the second part of this story the answer to why and the 
story of hope, compassion and courage.  The story most profoundly teaches us that “for everything there is a reason”.   
 
When asked most animal welfare workers will tell you they “do it for the animals”.  At first glance that is a noble and needed cause.  
But here at the Humane Society we are constantly reminded that our work to help the animals has the ability to profoundly affect the 
lives of the humans whose  lives are enriched by their love of animals.   
 
Just days after the 3rd baby kitten died we had a group come to the shelter looking for a kitten.  They wanted to see a specific kitten 
“in the back” who was not old enough for adoption.  Patches remaining baby.  To reduce the risk of illness in the “maternity ward” that 
area is usually off limits to all but workers caring for the residents.  ACK, they wanted to see the only kitten left in that ill-fated litter 
and a volunteer inquired if it was ok.  Our first response was NO!  No because we don’t know if this kitten is going to live yet, no be-
cause it’s not old enough for adoption, and no because it was still so young and fragile.  Then we learned the “rest of the story”.   
 
The mom, Kim Kelly, explained why they were here.  Those of us who heard the story immediately began to understand WHY  
Patches came to us, birthed her babies, and why all but one of them died.  And we met Hannah Kelly.  Hannah’s mom explained that 
they were looking for a special kitten and that they were willing to wait if needed.  You see they had already been waiting almost a 
year for “Hannah’s Kitten”.  In April of 2007 Hannah had been diagnosed with Fibro sarcoma in her right forearm.  Hannah turned 11 
in November 2007.  Hannah has been through testing, radiation, chemotherapy, and two major surgeries.  Yet her smile is like a bea-
con of light in a dark room.  Most of us cannot imagine the struggles, pain, courage, and faith involved in this situation.  And to be 
able to still smile is almost unfathomable.   
 
At a point in Hannah’s battle with cancer she decided she wanted a kitten.  She had the image of her kitten in her mind.  A little orange 
tiger kitten.  Just like Patches surviving baby.  How do you explain to an 11yr old cancer survivor about kitten mortality in shelters and 
the odds of this one little kitten surviving until it was 7 weeks old?  We decided that an 11yr old cancer survivor should be told the 
truth and we explained the history of the litter, about the 3 other deaths, about germs and odds and throughout Hannah listened care-
fully.  And then she decided that this kitten was meant to be hers.  That her kitten like herself was a survivor.  Hannah believed that 
this was meant to be and that if it was God’s will it would be.  Given that belief from an 11yr old, how could we not believe also?   
 
Hannah’s kitten, Buddy was moved immediately to a foster home with his mother to be cared for and monitored in a more germ free 
environment.  Visitation was set up with Hannah and her family so they could watch Buddy as he developed and grew and we all held 
our breath and counted the days until Buddy was 7 weeks old and could go home with Hannah!   When the day came we turned little 
Buddy over to his new “mom”, Hannah, and for all involved it was a truly emotional day filled with joy, peace and understanding.  
Hannah had inspired us with her courage and faith  and reminded us of how important the “Human” part of Humane Society really is! 
 
Hannah and Buddy are both doing well and Patches the mom was adopted by her foster mom, Hella Grams, who cared for Buddy and 
Patches until Buddy was old enough to be adopted.     



Humane Kids– Making A Difference Every Day!  
Humane Kids are: Kind, Compassionate, and Considerate of all 

the animals we share this earth with! 
Are you a Humane Kid? 

Hanna Norland age 9 (pictured in the middle) decided to celebrate her birthday by 
having a party with a twist!  Presents would be brought for the animals at the Humane 
Society!  After the party Hanna and her sister Claire age 5 (left) and her friend Katie 
Jo Gruchot age 8 (right) brought the presents to the shelter to drop off.  Hanna's mom 
said that Hanna learned about the Humane Society at her school, Lincoln Elementary, 
during their "We Love Animals Drive", and wanted to do something to "keep the 
drive going"!  Hanna has definitely learned how to be a First Class Humane Kid! 

We need help dreaming up names for all the cats & dogs we have at the Shelter. We 
would love ideas from you kids! Use this form to suggest names, and let us know what 
sort of cat or dog you think the name would fit. Sometimes it helps to think up some 
"features" (like what sort of names would fit a black cat, or a white cat) and then dream 
up the names. Have fun - and be creative!  

Fill out and mail to: Humane Society of Southwestern MI, 641 S. Crystal Ave. Benton Harbor MI 49022 
NAME: ________________________ Dog/Cat_________ Features:_________________________________ 
NAME: ________________________ Dog/Cat_________ Features:_________________________________ 
NAME: ________________________ Dog/Cat_________ Features:_________________________________ 
NAME: ________________________ Dog/Cat_________ Features:_________________________________ 

HUMANE SOCIETY OF SOUTHWESTERN MI PET NAME FORM 

Moms Club of St. Joseph South decided to include the Humane Society on their tour 
route this year and brought in the kids to learn about the homeless pets in our commu-
nity & the role the Humane Society plays.  We visited with the animals & learned 
about how much food, litter, & cleaning supplies it takes to care for our pets.   Thanks 
Moms Club for thinking of us so we could have the opportunity to reach a whole new 
generation of Humane Kids! 

Listed below are 15 items that pets need to be happy, healthy, & 
safe!  Can you find the words hidden in the box?  Words can be 
forward, backward, up, down, or diagonal. Circle the words you 
find! 
WORDS: FOOD, WATER, SHELTER, TOYS, LOVE, LEASH, 
FUR,  VACCINATION, VETERINARIAN, ID TAG, BRUSH, 
GROOM, BATH, LEASH, WALK, COLLAR 

· Pam Curry’s 4th grade class at the Village School in Berrien Springs –Folded & Stuffed our 
member letters! 

· Stewart Elementary in Stevensville– Collected $200 & donations during “Spirit Week” 
· Lincoln Elementary in St. Joseph– Collected over 700 items during their “We Love Ani-

mals Drive!”  

Humane Schools & Classrooms in our Community!   
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In Memory or 
Honor Of 

Wanda Gates 
FROM 

Kathy Thibeault 

Ted Troff 
FROM 

Teresa Troff 
M.G. Wells 
Marcia Troff 

Marylia & Chet 
Benedix 

Judith & Dennis 
Buchalski 

Priscilla Byrns 
Gwen Carlson 

Barbara Devries 
Delora & L.J. Ernst 

Marilyn & John  
Fetters 

Richard Grose 
Barbara Harte 

Nancy & Wayne 
Hemingway 

Margaret & Henry 
Klos 

Carol Ladrow 
Rhonda Miller 

DJ Resch 
Sally & Walter 

Schmuhl 
Elizabeth Shaw 

Virginia Koster 
FROM 

Jacqueline &      
Thomas Woltman 

William & Lonna 
Neidlinger 

FROM 
Maxine & William 

Neidlinger 

William Hill 
FROM 

Shirley Freyer 
Terrie & Michael 

Smith 

Wright Smith 
FROM 

Jackie Forrester 
Kathleen & Robert 

Solberg 

In Memory or 
Honor Of 

Zoe Bruehlman 
FROM 

Leigh Lash 

“Bobo” 
FROM 

Gwen & David 
Agens 

“Katy” 
FROM 

Nancy & William 
Robandt 

“Sammy” 
FROM 

Teresa O’riley-
McCrosky 

“ Susie Mae” & 
“Midnight 

FROM 
Leslie & Fred Watts 

Tommy, KD, & 
Blackie 
FROM 

Kathy Thibeault 

Ronald 
Marquardt 

FROM 
Harold & Doleres 

Hafer 
Angline & Donald 

Conkin 
Patricia Brown 

Sharon & Richard 
Herman 

Cynthia Wood 
E. A. Wood 

Sam & Clara   
Norton 
FROM 

Carolyn Norton 

Sara Dublin 
From 

Laura Hart 

Scott Merkel 
FROM 

Joan & Richard 
Silverthorn 

In Memory or 
Honor Of 

Stacia Seitenstich 
FROM 

Blossomland   
Learning Center 

Oliver Harte 
FROM 

Lyra Krall 
Kimberly & Paul 

Landeck 
Ruth Owca 

Mary Ann &      
William Tabor 
Marcia Troff 

Mary Wielkiewicz 
Mary Ann &      

Phillip Wittlieff  
Patricia Brown 
Jacolyn & Brad 

Dadles 
Michelle & Robert 

Dearing 
Marilyn & John 

Fetters 
Sherie & Gale    

Jeffrey 

Marion Newman 
FROM 

Bonnie & Scott Deja 
Bobbie Lou Gilpin 

Juanita Horsic 
Lori Horsic 

Natalie Johnson 
Patrica Lou Regan 

Mary Ellen 
Sprung 
FROM 

Donald Sprung 

Mary Lou Meyer 
FROM 

Raymond Meyer 

Maxine Fanning 
FROM 

Peggie Fanning 
JoAnn Roberts 
Joan & Dick   
Silverthorn 

Nancy Skibbe 
FROM 

Elsie Skibbe 

In Memory or 
Honor Of 

Aiden Schnell 
Birthday 
FROM 

Nieves & Gregory 
Molter 

Amy & David    
Bertoncini 

Lori & Stuart   
Boekeloo 

Julie Cesar 
Down Dog Yoga 

Maria Garcia 
Brenda Lancaster 

Maxi Kehrer 
FROM 

Janice Kehrer 

Jan Radasha 
FROM 

Joan & Dick   
Silverthorn 

Mildred Ronan 
FROM 

Marilyn & Alan 
Barchett 

Cynthia & Joe Mara 
Kathy & Kevin Piltz 

Noreen Rosiniski 
FROM 

Joan & James     
Carley  

Pat Gerger 
FROM 

Ed Gerger 

Patricia Boehmer 
FROM 

Jeanne & Tannis 
Watson 

Paul Chafin 
FROM  

Doris Tippett 

Pete Biondo 
FROM 

Linda & Kenneth 
Hiler 

Phyllis Rufin  
FROM 

Mary Elson 

In Memory or 
Honor Of 

Robert Freehling 
FROM 

Angela Rambo 

Keith Isabell 
FROM 

Dorothea Vanoort 

Larry Gunter 
FROM 

Carol & Richard 
Noid 

Leona Johnson 
FROM 

Jill & Glen Schoop 

Chuck & Val 
FROM 

Tania Zuhl-Kreitner 
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We would like to 
thank the following 

people and busi-
ness’s for going 
above & beyond! 

This is by no means 
a total list of  our 

supporters & since 
there are so many 
we apologize if we 
have left anyone 

out! 
Pet Supplies Plus 

Wal-Mart 
Target 

PawMart 
PetSmart 

Tractor Supply 
Company 

Celebration     
Cinema 

The Orchards 
Mall 

Hartford Hard-
ing's 

A&J Hardware 
The Dog House 

The Coast Radio 
The Country   

Carpet Shoppe 
The Herald       
Palladium 

United Federal 
Credit Union 

Edgewater Bank 
Biscuits Pet Center 
Red Wagon Design 
JohnsonRauhoff 
FuzzyButz Pet 

Bakery 
IPC  

Whirlpool        
Employees 
MailMax 

Lucy Kubash 
Dan & Dave 

Svoboda 
Andrews  Univer-

sity Students 
Our Volunteers! 
Our Employees! 

 

Please Forgive 
Us! We have 
recently under-
gone some 
changes in vol-
unteers and 
computer pro-
grams used to 
track our me-
morials and 
honorariums.  
We offer our 
sincerest apolo-
gies to any that 
are missing and 
want to assure 
our supporters 
that we are    
doing every-
thing possible to 
solve this issue.  
We appreciate 
EVERY dona-
tion that is made  
to help us help 
the homeless 
animals in our 
community!  
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In Memory or 

Honor Of 

Ronald Bryant 
FROM 

Carol & Anthony 
Dlouhy  

Sons of the    
American Legion 

Post 568  
Tina Wall 

Sandy & Roy   
Bryant 

Hart Well Drilling 
Edwin Juergensen 
Vicky & Jeffery 

Juergensen 
Jacquelyn Nye 
Doris & Dave   

Rindfield 
Judith & Donald   

St. Cin 
Nancy Spitzke 

Stephanie Kohler 

Kathleen Gaut 
FROM 

Sharon & Dennis 
Kniola 

Inge & Greg    
Longpre 

Janice & Terry 
Mansinger 

Diane Marchese 
Paper Converting 

Machine Co 
Edeltrault & Felix 

Paul 
Sharon & Paul 

Peterman 
Helen Reinhardt 
Heather & Dustin 

Strawn 
Susan Vandervliet 

Vera Williams 
Features Salon 

Candace Seawood 
Coloma Motor 

Sports 
Mike & Kathy 

Hanke 
Brooke & Marcus 

Hari 
Dorothy Harness 
Nanette & Jack 

Keiser 
Shirley & Charles 

Kerlikowske 
Stephanie & Brad 

Kerlikowske 

In Memory or 
Honor Of 

Dan Wroblewski 
FROM 

Gail & Donald 
Chapman 

Elizabeth Courtney 
Sandra & Merle 

Dent 
Mary Elson 

Amelia & Sherman 
Ford 

Julie Kimmerly 
Theresa & Leroy 

Schaub 
Teresa & Jack   

Siemans 
Ronald Smith 

Barbara & Bruce 
Stover 

Claudia & Ronald 
Zurcher 

 

Gwendolyn 
Nichols 
FROM 

Patrica & Thomas 
Terlep 

 

Harold Fox 
FROM 

Virginia & George 
Graber 

Gina & Russell 
Herman 

Harriet Martelle 
Walls 

FROM 
Winnfred & Robert 

Martelle 

JoAnn Singell 
FROM 

Jennifer & Daniel 
Conroy 

Claudia &         
Michael Hanley  

Bech Rhode 
Delores & Edward 

Schrag 

Howard Phillips 
FROM 

Margaret & James 
Perso 

In Memory or 
Honor Of 

Louis Aram 
FROM 

Cassandra Geary 

Clayton & Rose 
Waldo & Mar-
shall Newmiller 

FROM 
Eunice & Mark 

Newmiller 
 

Diana           
Kitzburger  

FROM          
Larry Andrasi 

Joe Barrett 
Mary Jane & 

Robert Bennett 
Rachel & Charles 

Bush 
Kerry & Robert 

Dorstewitz 
Engineered Ploy-

mer Products 
Jane & Edward 

Irvin 
Sharon Jollay 
Sue & Jerome 

Miller  
Rita Moore 

Passaro & Kahne 
Law Office 

Judy & Frederick 
Russell 

Donna & Bruce 
Schramm 

Total Telecom 
Mary Joan & Ray-

mond Warmoth 
Charlene & Jerry 

Willmeng 
Linda Zoschke 

 

Donald Steele 
FROM 

Marcia Troff 
 

Lorraine Serdel 
FROM 
Dianne             

Zimmerman 
Deborah Bogan 

In Memory or 
Honor Of 

Irma Ligett 
FROM 

Cindy & Rick 
Cerecke 

James Robinson 
FROM 

Martin’s Super 
Market #23  

 

Jeanne Howard 
FROM 

Vicki 7 Matthew 
Eckler 

Pat Howard 

Jim Schaller 
FROM 

Lou Ann & Mark 
Schaller 

John Buffong & 
Adeline Cuchiara 

FROM 
Jane & Jon Ritter 

 

John McDonald 
FROM 

Rosalie McDonald 

Linda Strefling 
FROM 

Sharon & John 
Bennett 

Laura Bischoff 
Causeman Family 

Cook Family 
Sally Forraht 
Jeffrey Gaul 

Florence Hendrix 
McSweeney Fam-

ily 
Delora & Claude 

Snider 
Angela Strefling 
Lillian Wheeler 

Donna Hull 
From 

Alice & Thomas 
Ketcham 

Donna Mak 
FROM 

Penny Ann Hart 

In Memory or 
Honor Of 

Dr. Fred     
Winsberg 
FROM 

Marilyn & Marvin 
Daniels 

Dwight Brink & 
“Patches” Brink 

From 
Virginia Brink 

Eleanor Jager 
FROM 

Bette Gephart 
Carol Goodsell 
Ilona Jackson 
Sharon Jager 

Barbara & James 
Jarvis 

Donna & Gus 
Springs 

Elizabeth Greene 
FROM 

Darlene & Heinz 
Damaske 

Sarah & Ted 
Hogue 

Sons of the   
American Legion    

Post 568 

Felix & Mattie 
McCrory 
FROM 

Connie Cassidy 

Gary Collins 
FROM 

Joan & Richard 
Strasser 

Gary Handy 
FROM 

Cassandra Geary 

Gary Uphues 
FROM 

Clara Schmidt 

“Stubbs, Bugs, & 
Peppy 
FROM 

Clara Schmidt 
 

In Memory or 
Honor Of 

Bigda Megyese 
FROM 

Judith & Dennis  
Buchalski 

Betty Spinelli 
FROM 

Craig Scmidke 

Blair Wright 
FROM 

Ruth Ann & Wallace 
Lowery 

Bonnie Keegle 
FROM 

Fruit Belt Auxiliary 
#1137 

Carl Burg 
FROM 

Helen & Robert 
Braamse 

Betty & Donald 
Goetz 

Elizabeth & Herbert 
Hahn 

Linda & Richard 
Nelson 
Jill Post 

Barbara & Norman 
Reisig 

Maryilyn & Dean 
Schmaltz 

Beth & Charles  
Wallace 

Linda & Larry Ward 
Joanne & Richard 

Washburn 
Kelly Wilford 

Charles Mickel 
FROM 
Kristin &  

Christopher Crumley 
Peggy Fanning 
Marcia Lundeen 

Kathy & Phil Manni 
Jan & Ray Polstin 

Janet Polstin 
Christine & David 

Seeley 
Thomas Seely 
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